                                                      Chanel College

To All Parents re Budget 2012

Dear Parents

Over the past three years the country has gone through an unprecedented period of economic and financial turmoil. Individuals, families, communities and organisations have found themselves at the receiving end of very severe cuts in resources and finances. Schools, as you well know, have undergone serious reductions in supports and funding.

The preparations for Budget 2012 are underway and as parents with children in this Voluntary Secondary school we are asking you to make your voice heard in demanding of Government that no further damage is inflicted on our school. The students in our school today have only this one chance to receive the best possible education to equip them for the future. The staff, in partnership with you, the parents, have made great efforts to maintain the excellent standards of teaching and learning in our school despite the severe cut-backs in the last three budgets.

We must mobilise our school community to ensure that our Government and public representatives are aware of the damage that has been already been inflicted upon schools. We must demand from the Government that the promise they made in March of this year is fulfilled: 

‘Even in our country’s crisis, we can make progress in education and protect frontline services’ [Government for National Recovery 2011 – 2016]
Our school cannot take any more cuts – please write to and/or visit the public representatives and demand protection from cuts for our children’s sake. A four point questionnaire is attached to assist you in asking the key questions in relation to:

· Pupil Teacher Ratio

· Inclusion

· Middle Management Posts

· Funding for Schools

Members of the Oireachtas can be contacted by email by using the following format for their email addresses: firstname.surname@oireachtas.ie
The four point questionnaire is attached for you to use in your contacts with public representatives.

It is critical that contact is now made with all public representatives in order to emphasise the value and importance of education for our children. Remember our children have only this one chance to receive an education.

Yours sincerely,

D.Mowlds Principal

Questions Parents May Ask of Public Representatives Before the Budget

1. The Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR)
An increase in the PTR in post-primary schools does not only mean additional students in the classroom – it means our school will lose teachers and therefore subjects. 

Subject choice will be limited, honours and pass classes will be merged .

My son will get only one chance at education.

Q. What steps are you going to take as our public representative to protect our children’s education?

2. Including Everyone
The reduction in Special Educational Needs resource hours, supports for Traveller students, a cap on the number of Special Educational Assistants and cuts in English language support for newcomer students mean every student and teacher comes under yet more pressure.

Q. Under what circumstances will these cuts be reversed?

3. Year Heads
My son’s school has lost middle management posts. 

The principal cannot be expected to do the jobs along with their own. 

Q. When will schools be given essential management supports to carry out these tasks?

4. Funding
My son’s secondary school received 5% less funding from the Department of Education and Skills this year than last year. 

The cost of insurance, heating, electricity has increased by over 10%. This means parents must fundraise during a recession to pay for the basics such as insurance, heating etc.

Q. When will the Government protect frontline services in our schools?

